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A FUNCTIONING BAPTISM COMMITTEE continued from p. 20 


come up with the best possible plan. Sometimes 
rheostats or dimming devices are needed to achieve 
the maximum effect. 


Responsibilities to the Candidate 


The committee should take a few minutes to 
show or explain the arrangement of the pool and 
general baptism area to each candidate before the 
service begins. The candidates should be notified 
of the.exact time and place in the building where 
they are to meet the committee. 

Some pastors like to meet with the candidates 
as a group before they go to the dressing rooms. 
Others prefer a few minutes just before going into 
the baptism service. The committee should comply 
with the pastor’s wishes or the church’s customs 
and fully co-operate. 

The committee will not only assist the candi- 
dates in preparing for the ordinance but will also 
guide them to the dressing rooms and assure them 
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of as much personal privacy as possible. Adequate 
towels and other equipment should be made avail- 
able. Assistance in dressing should be given if 
desired. Representatives of the committee should 
remain until all candidates are dressed and ready 
to leave for home, in case the service is held at 
the close of the hour, or, to take their place in the 
worship service. A baptism certificate should be 
presented to each candidate. 


Responsibilities to the Church 


Since the baptism committee performs such an 
important ministry, it should have a chairman who 
will see that regular meetings are held, assignments 
made, and duties rotated. This will avoid em- 
barrassment in case a member must be absent. 

Because first impressions do count, the baptism 
committee is responsible to the candidate and to 
the church for creating a favorable impression in 
its initial contact. e 


Church Administration 





